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84 THE CHURCH, 1-600 A. D. 

and springs/® The provincial council of Vannes in Brit- 
tany (465) and that of Agde in Languedoc (506) decreed 
excommunication against clerics and laics who sought 
the help of witches." The councils of Orieans «iid Auxerre 
(511, 533, 541, 573, 603) were equally strict with regard to 
soothsayers." The provincial council of Elusa (551) de- 
termined that witches or sorcerers, if they were of high 
rank, should be excommunicated, if slaves, they were to be 
flogged by the magistrate." The council of Tours (567) 
forbade the reverencing of certain rocks, trees or foun- 
tains and such heathenish superstitions." The diocesan 
synods of Auxerre (578), Narbonne (589), Bheims (624 
or 630)," Rouen (650) forbade the use of sorcery, of the 
sortes sanctorum" and of the superstitious observance of 
January first. 

In Spain the synod of Braga (563) decreed that if any- 
one believed that the devil could produce by his own 
power, thunder, lightning, storms, and drought as Priscil- 
lian taught, he was to be anathema.®^ The council of To- 
ledo (633) declared that every cleric who consulted divin- 
ers or witches should be deposed and imprisoned in a 
monastery to do perpetual penance.®* A second council 
in the same city (693) declared that bishops and priests 
should root out the remnants of paganism, which con- 
sisted in making use of charms and exercising magic ; if 
they were not zealous in this work, they were to be de- 
posed and excommunicated for a year. Lay persons who 
gave themselves to magic practices were to pay three 
pounds of gold, but if of humble station, they were to 

••Mansi, op. cit, VI, 881. 

«Id.,VII, 955; VIII, 332. 

•*Hefele-Leclercq, op. cit., II, p. II, 1014. 

"Id., Ill, p. 1, 166. 

•*Id., 191. 

»Id., 214-221; 228-230; 260-264. 

"*The sortes sanctorum consisted in opening the Bible or works of 
the Church Fathers and taking the first verse the eye lighted upon as 
an answer to a question. 

•^Helefe-Leclercq, op. cit.. Ill, p. I, 177. 

"Id., 271. 
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men, because of their strong imaginationsy and because 
they are easily deluded. Because witches commit such 
crimes by means of their magic, they should be sought 
out and punished for them. ** These wicked people, 
whether men or women, who use this diabolical art, should 
be punished as heretics. But if besides these matters 
which regard faith, they commit other crimes, on account 
of which they can be condemned without the sentence of 
an ecclesiastical judge, the secular power alone can take 
them into custody and punish them with capital punish- 
ment. For, as we said above, they kill children at night, 
or they cause illness and weak health and commit other 
similar crimes which deserve the penalty of death even 
though there is no evidence of unbelief or apostasy. ' "*• 
A third Spanish writer was the Dominican Francis de 
Victoria, professor of theology at Salamanca, who dis- 
cusses the question of magic arts in one part of his work, 
Relectiones 12 theologicae, 1540. He gives credit to 
the stories of the ancient witches, Circe, Hecate, etc., and 
says that not all the deeds of magicians are false, this is 
proved from the Scriptures."^ Of the reality of witch- 
flight he has no doubt, **daemones et magi virtute dae- 
monum possunt movere et transferre corpora de loco ad 
locum.'' Again, ''nulla ratione potest negari quin dae- 
mones possint movere localiter corpora. ' "" 

About 1570 the renowned jurist of the Boman Curia, 
the Spanish Francis Pegna, in his four commentaries, 
expressed as the common opinion of theologians, that 
witches flew through the air to their nightly orgies, that 
this was ''verissima, multis quidem rationibus et eviden- 



'^Hansen, 344. "Sed praeter haec, quae ad fidem spectant, quaedam 
alia flagitia committunt, propter quae absque iudicis ecclesiastici sen- 
tentia, qui illos de haeresi damnaret, sola saecularis potestas potest illo« 
capere et ultimo supplicio punire. Nam . . . pueros noctu occidunt, ant 
aegros et valetudinarios efflciunt et alia similia committuiit» propter 
quae digni sunt morte, etiamsi de illorum infidelitate aut apostasia 
non constaret." 

">Id., 855. 

«*Id., 366. 
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greatest theologians of the sixteenth century. He treats 
witchcraft in the third volume of his work.^^® The intro- 
duction declares that magistrates are strictly obliged to 
examine and punish witchcraft, this he endeavors to 
prove from the Scriptures. He then takes up several 
points in detail, such as those regarding the conduct of 
the judicial inquiry, the signs that suffice for imprisoning 
and torturing a person, the nature of the proceeding, etc. 
Valentia gives in great detail the signs by whicH a witch 
may be recognized; these are, 1) from her own confession, 
if she admits the performance of acts pertaining to witch- 
craft ; 2) from the confessions of those guilty of the same 
crimes; 3) from the possession of a compact which gives 
the soul to the devil, after renouncing Christ; or from 
the impression of a certain mark (stigma) which is 
usually conferred on witches ; 4) from the possession of 
sacred Hosts, certain poisons, toads, human limbs, wax 
figures pierced with needles; 5) from having been con- 
victed of habitually invoking the devil; from having 
threatened evil to another; 6) from the testimony of wit- 
nesses who saw the accused besmear animals, which after- 
wards died, with poison or a salve ; for having done the 
same to children or others.^^® A prudent and diligent 
judge can add other signs, especially from former witch- 
trials and from the Malleus Maleficarum. According to 
the author, witches can be lawfully tortured by the Inqui- 
sition, because the crime of witchcraft is so difficult to 
prove.^*® When imprisoned, witches should be allowed to 
receive spiritual aid, and be reconciled to God, but after 
the death sentence is pronounced, no denial on the part 
of the condemned is to be accepted.^*^ 

Another Spanish Jesuit, Martin Delrio, a jurist and 
professor of philosophy and theology, in 1599 published 

'"Gregorii de Valentia, Commentariorum Theologicorum Tomiis 
Tertius, Ingolstadt, 1603. Disp., VI; Quaest., XIII; Punct., 4. 
==*0p, cit., Disp. VI; Quaest, XIII. 944. 
»^Ibid. 
"'Ibid. 
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« 

his Disquisitionum Magicarum libri sex in which are found 
important regulations for the use of the rack, as well as a 
complete treatment of witchcraft, with numerous refer- 
ences to contemporary law-books and judicial practices. 
Delrio shared the witch-superstition of his time; belief 
in the reality of witch-rides, of incubi and succubi, of 
children bom of the devil, etc. In his opinion, the actual 
basis of all witchcraft is the compact with the devil and 
he maintains that the witches, even though they injure no 
one, should be punished because of this compact. He, 
however, labored zealously for the mitigation of the cru- 
elty of the witch-trials and endeavored to impress the 
judges with the principle that it was better for a hundred 
guilty persons to escape than for one innocent to be con- 
demned.*** If the judge can draw out the truth without 
recourse to torture, he should do so, for trial by torture is 
dangerous and deceptive and is often the cause of an 
innocent person suffering the severest punishment, 
**questio enim res fragilis est et periculosa et quae saepe 
veritatem fallit, saepe fit, ut innocens pro incerto scelere 
certissimas luat poenas."^" Delrio also forbids the use 
of torture beyond one hour. Yet all these circumstances 
did not prevent the book from being the source of great 
evil, as appears from hundreds of trials in which Delrio 
is referred to as the recognized authority who declares 
legitimate the harsh measures against witches. 

Gregory of Valentia and Delrio were opposed by the 
most distinguished Jesuit theologian of the age in Ger- 
many, Adam Tanner, who in 1626 published his great 
work, Universa theologica scholastica, speculativa, prac- 
tioa ad methodum sancti Thomae, certain portions of 
which he devoted to the witch-question. He regards the 
witch-flights as dreams and self-deception on the part of 
women and as the result of demoniacal delusion, even 
though the witches should declare they had been carried 



S4t 



'Delrio, op. cit., lib. V, sec. 1. 
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of the Divine honor ! Does not the law of Qtod command, 
* Yon shall not suffer wizards to live t * And I cry out as 
loud as I can, at the divine bidding, to bishops, princes 
and kings; you shall not suffer witches to live. Extir- 
pate this pest with fire and sword. * ***^ 

In the annual reports of the Jesuits there is frequent 
mention of trials of witches, and sorceresses and of the 
spiritual consolation which the Fathers administered to 
the victims ; frequent instances are cited of how they led 
back into the right way women or men who, under demoni- 
acal influence, had committed dreadful crimes ; but there 
is not a single instance of their having brought anyone 
before the court, or given any encouragement to witch- 
burning.*®^ 

The clerical instruction books of this period show how 
deeply the belief in witches, in the transformation of 
human beings into wolves, in changelings bred of wicked 
women by the devil, was rooted among the people ; espe- 
cially is this true of Germany. In a confession manual of 
1474, the penitent is asked the following questions : Have 
you practised magic on any, or let yourself be practised 
upon; bewitched anyone or let yourself be bewitched! 
Have you superstitiously believed in the weather-witches 
or in the changing of children? Have you bought any 
wind from a sorceress T^®^ In another book of the same 
period, occurs this question: **Have you believed that 
women can change themselves into cats, monkeys, and 
other animals and fly up through the air and suck the 
blood out of children?^®* 

Stephen Lanzkranna, provost of St. Dorothy's in 
Vienna, in his Himmelstrasse of 1484, classed among 
the greatest sins, belief in women who rode about at night, 
night-mares, were-wolves and other such heathenish im- 
postures. He says, * * Such like idiotic opinions and false 

■•*Duhr, op. cit., 70. 
•-Cited by Duhr, 73. 
•""JaBssen, op. cit VIII, 542. 
•^Id., VIII, 541. 
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inventions and superstitions are so plentiful, even alas, 
among those who call themselves Christians and want to 
be regarded as Christians, although in reality they are 
more heathen than Christian. ' ^*' 

A Lnbeck confession book, Das Licht der Seele of 
1484, formulates the following questions: *'Have you 
done harm to anyone with the devilish art! Have you 
practised witchcraft with the Holy Sacraments? Have 
you believed that people can become werewolves! Have 
yon believed that people fly at night with body and soul 
into distant lands ? Have you believed that people come 
at night and crush others in their sleep? Let each one 
search his own conscience and make a clean breast to his 
father confessor.'"** A confession manual of 1485 asks 
the following: **Have you believed that the Nightmare 
(an old woman called Drude) has sat on you or that you 
have ridden on an oven fork to the Blocksberg (where the 
Sabbats were held) ? These things are grave mortal sins 
and whoever dies in them brings his soul into everlast- 
ing damnation. ' '"^ 

There were other penitentials of this period, written 
mainly for the instruction of confessors and based on the 
decrees of Gratian and Gregory IX, as well as the Cor- 
rector of Burchard. It is not the intention of the writer to 
take them up in detail as they varied but little and from a 
consideration of one or two the main points of all may be 
judged. The ^^Canones poenitentiales Astesani/' com- 
posed probably in 1444, contains a number of directions 
for the guidance of confessors. Among the various sins 
worthy of penance, is sacrilege, under which are found 
magic practices ; thus Canon 34 says that those who pur- 
ify (in the pagan sense, lustrat) the house, with magic 
arts and incantations shall do five years ^ penance.*^^ 

"""JaiiBaen, VIII, 541 seqq. 

"•Ibid. 
^ "'Ibid. 

•"Schmitz, op. oit, 805: "Qui lustrat domum auam cum magicis 
artibuB et incantationibuB V anniB peniteat." 
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and the writings of the Fathers forbade, should be pun- 
ished and if they proved obstinate, they were to be de- 
posed and imprisoned in a monastery.' 



385 



"•Hefele, IX, 557. 
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CHAPTER Vin 

INQUISITION AND PERSECUTION OF WITCHES 

f"^ A new epoch in the history of witch-persecution began 
when sorcery and magic were put on a par with heresy 
/ and thus came under the jurisdiction of the Inquisition. 
/ By this term is usually meant a special ecclesiastical insti- 
/ tution for combating or suppressing heresy. Its charac- 
I teristic mark is the bestowal on certain men, of judicial 
I power in matters of faith, and this by supreme ecclesias- 
V \ tical authority.*®* This tribunal of the Inquisition is a 
I phase in the growth of ecclesiastical legislation, whose 
distinctive traits can be best understood by a study of the 
\ ^ conditions amid which it grew up ; what these conditions 
Lyere may be seen by the following brief survey. We have 
^ learned from the conciliar and papal decrees of the first 
( twelve centuries, from the opinions of ecclesiastical 
writers and from the penitentials of the various countries, 
^that the usual penalties inflicted for the practice of magic 
and witchcraft, were fasting, almsgiving, scourging, in- 
Tcarceration for a limited period or for life.**' The hereti- 
I cal tendency of witchcraft during these ages, was not fully 
\ established and even had it been the penalties would not 
I have been more severe, for the Christians of the first 
three centuries, following St. Paulas teaching,**® deemed 
exclusion from the Church 's communion, sufficient pun- 
Hflhment for heresy.**® Therefore, they rejected abso- 
mt^ly th(5 ptmisESent by death and established the doc- 
trine, **Ecclesia abhorret a sanguine.'***^ Origen reply- 
ing to Celsus explained that one must distinguish be- 
tween the law which the Jews received from Moses and 



"*Blotzer, Cath. ESncy., VIII, art. Inquisition. 
•"Chapters III, FV. 
•"I Tim. I. 20; Tit. Ill, 10. 

"•'Corpus Scriptorum EiCclesiasticorum Latinorum, TertuUian adTe^ 
sus Gnosticoe, Cap. II. 

•^Vacandard, L'Inquisition, 8. 
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